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The vimanam i.e. the temple tower on the garbagriha is
known as Srinivasa vimanam. It is in the shape of a gopuram.
The only other place where such a vimanam is seen on the top
of the garbagriha is at Parthasarathy Swamy Koil at Triplicane,
Madras.
This place is one among the twelve swayam vyaktha
kshetras. The other 11 being Tirupparkadal, Srimushnam,
Thiruvarangam, Thimven- katam, Salagramam, Vanamamalai,
Pushkaram, Badriksramam, Naimisaranyam, Vadaarangam
and Dwaraka.
The greatness of this divya desam is related in Brahmanda
puranam in a dialogue between Sounaka rishi and Brighu Ma-
harishi (chapters 1 to 11 in Srinivasa kshefra mahatyam). In
the Bhavishyotra puranam also, the glory of this place is related
through the Brahma Narada.samvadam.
Once upon a time, Lord Vishnu was in His yoga nidra
in Parama Padam. Due to a pralaya kalaham, Mahalakshmi
got angry with the God and decided to leave parama padam.
Accordingly, accompanied by Sarasvati and Savithri, She left
parama pada and came to Sugnatha kshetram in Sugantha
vanam. In Sugantha kshetram, there was a great rishi by name
Medhavi. He was doing intense tapas to Sriman Narayana. His
one and only wish was that Perumal should become his son-
in-law and Thayar should become his daughter. One day, he
was offering his players on the southern bank of Mani Muktha
nadhi. He felt that there was an unusual bright effulgence and a
feeling of holiness in the area. In the distance, he saw a vanjula
tree. Underneath the tree, he saw a small girl standing. He
approached her and asked her who her parents were and from
where she had come and whether she had lost the way. The
girl replied that she was not aware who her parents were and
that she was alone in this world. She requested the rishi to
adopt her and bring her up as his daughter. The rishi felt that
this was a gift of God in response to his prayers. As he found
her under a vanjula tree, he named her Vanjulavalli, took her
to his asram and brought her up as his daughter.